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What’s the most important relationship there is? That was the question Fr. Luke Ballman, 

from the US Conference of Catholic Bishops asked a group of us deacons a few weeks 

ago. He likes to ask everyone that question, especially seminarians and deacon 

candidates, since of all people, they should know. Only rarely however, does he get the 

answer he’s looking for.  

 

I’ll tell you what his response was shortly, but the reason I bring it up is that Solemnity of 

Christ the King we’re celebrating today came into existence only a little less than a 

century ago, when Pope Pius XI asked a very similar question of his own generation.  

His encyclical Quas Primas, in which he proclaimed the new feast, was written during 

tumultuous times not unlike our own.  

 

It begins with his observation that the prevalence of evil in the world was “…due to the 

fact that the majority of men had thrust Jesus Christ and his holy law out of their lives; 

that these had no place either in private affairs or in politics….” The pope further 

explained “…that as long as individuals and states refused to submit to the rule of our 

Savior, there would be no really hopeful prospect of a lasting peace among nations.”1 

Pius XI hoped that celebration of the Kingship of Christ would provide an opportunity to 

reflect on what’s really most important in our public and private lives. Quas Primas, 

translated, in fact means: Which First? 

 

Our celebration challenges us to ask ourselves, is it Jesus Christ, or something else to 

which we are most deeply committed? What effect does God’s holy law of love have in 

our lives, both public and private? What indeed, as Fr. Ballman asked, is the most 

important relationship in our lives? 

 
1 Quas Primas (December 11, 1925) | PIUS XI (vatican.va), November 11, 2021 

https://www.vatican.va/content/pius-xi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xi_enc_11121925_quas-primas.html
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Certainly, there are lots of important things in our lives but, by definition, there can only 

ever be one number one priority. The notion of priority in play here is a bit subtle. No one 

is asking us to drop everything and spend all our time on our knees, but we are being 

asked to be like Jesus in our outlook and in the way we treat others before we’re like 

anything else. The number one priority is for the Eucharistic law of love to give meaning 

and direction to our lives. 

 

For example, we’re asked to be followers of the way of love who happen to be students 

instead of students who happen to think about Jesus from time to time. We’re called to 

ask, what’s the number one priority in the businesses we own or in which we work? Is it 

God’s holy law of love and the well-being of God’s people or is it something else? Can 

we be people who treat one another as Jesus treated people before we’re people who 

follow Jesus provided there’s no conflict with our party’s platform?  

 

I’m confident you can come up with plenty of other examples on your own. The point in 

all of them is to ask whether Jesus and God’s holy law of love is our number one priority 

or not. These are the hard questions that Pius XI asked back in his day, and which remain 

relevant in our time as well. The history of the twentieth century amply shows what 

happens when the priority of the law of love drops below that of other interests and we do 

not recognize our most important relationship. 

 

I will tell you now what Fr. Ballman’s response to his own question was. The most 

important relationship, he explained to us, is the love the Father has for the Son, which is 

the Holy Spirit, who dwells within each of us. To recognize that relationship and what it 

entails, is to let it become the basis of the way we do everything, and to get our priorities 

in proper order. 
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I mentioned this to my friends Ernie and Jim not all that long ago. Jim runs a small 

manufacturing business on the other side of the river and was not impressed.  

“All your fine talk about the law of love sounds nice, Tim,” Jim said. “But in business we 

play hardball.” 

Ernie agreed, “There’s no shortage of people who would take advantage of you, Tim. 

Jim’s right: it’s hardball out there. No room for your lovey-dovey stuff.” 

“I ran my own business too,” I replied. “I got to see the best of saints and the worst of 

sinners, just like you. Since you guys want to talk about hardball though, let me tell you a 

little story I got from another chaplain at Hartford Hospital. Maybe you’ll agree that the 

ultimate game of hardball isn’t found in business but in death and judgment.”  

 

“It seems there was a guy just like you two,” I continued, “who died unexpectedly while 

in the middle of closing the biggest deal in his career and found himself suddenly 

standing before Jesus. Initially, he was terrified at the prospect of having to go through 

his life and be judged, for he well knew what he had done and not done. In the very next 

instant though, he was overwhelmed by a sense of unconditional love, unimaginably 

tender mercy and complete acceptance.”  

 

“He had never understood the infinite depth of God’s love and how it was the innermost 

meaning of everything. And the magnificence of this kind and astonishing Jesus who 

would judge him, he knew now, with infinite tenderness and compassion suddenly 

eclipsed everything else he had ever felt was important in his life.” 

 

“As he opened his mouth to exclaim his wonder and joy, the cellphone in his left pocket 

rang. He’d forgotten to turn it off before he died and didn’t remember that these people 

can find you anywhere. He looked with confusion and embarrassment at Jesus, who 

simply smiled and said, ‘You should probably get that. It might be someone important.’” 


